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The COVID-19 crises is an unprecedented 
reality sparing no country and its impact 
has shaken our world to the core. Bhutan 
is no exception, we are going through 

difficult and uncertain times challenged by the worst 
health, social and economic crisis of the century.  
My profound prayers and sympathies go out to 
individuals, families and communities who are 
directly or indirectly being affected by the crises 
both at home and abroad. 

As a UNFPA Goodwill Ambassador and Patron 
of RENEW, I am very concerned the COVID-19 
pandemic will negatively impact ongoing support, 
care and access to health services for women and 
girls. 

I draw your attention to the risks and additional 
burden women/girls and children can face during this 
current crisis.  The social and economic stress that 
Covid-19 Pandemic brings upon households, places 
women and girls in vulnerable positions, burdening 
them with additional domestic responsibilities such 
as caring for the elderly, ill family members, children 
and guiding school going children, besides regular 
household chores. 

According to the experts, stressful household 
environments fueled by restrictions and measures 
(quarantine) imposed as a response to the pandemic, 
place women and girls at increased risk of Gender-
based violence, Domestic violence, Sexual violence 
and other forms of Intimate partner violence.  These 
debilitating conditions warrants us also to recognize 
the needs of vulnerable women and girls for whom 
home may not be the safest place, especially survivors 
of violence. 

We are blessed with a Compassionate and Selfless 
King who places the health and safety of His people 
before His own.  His Majesty is working tirelessly 

to safeguard his people from the COVID 19 
pandemic and is personally ensuring that 
every section of the population is taken care 
of both at home and abroad.

During this challenging time, I urge individuals 
and families to demonstrate solidarity, take 
care of each other, share responsibilities in the 
home and refrain from activities that expose 
you to increased risk of exploitation, violence 
or abuse.  It is crucial that each one of you 
seek accurate information and strictly abide 
by norms and follow all prevention measures 
advocated by health authorities.  I urge the 
policy makers to ensure that policies and 
interventions put in place resonate the needs 
of vulnerable women, girls and children.  It 
is crucial that the vulnerable population are 
protected and supported as the COVID 19 
crises unfolds. 

Lack of essential protection services and social 
networks can reproduce or perpetuate harmful 
gender norms, discriminatory practices and 
inequalities. This can significantly amplify 
the impacts of the pandemic.  

I urge the Ministry of Health to ensure 
Sexual and Reproductive Health services 
as well as maternal, newborn and child 
health, health sector response to gender-
based violence services continue to receive 
priority throughout the crises situation. They 
are essential life-saving services which need 
to be part of the critical response to this crisis.

Exemplary leadership has been demonstrated 
by the Prime Minister and his team to prepare 
the nation for the COVID 19 crisis.  I commend 
tireless efforts of the Ministry of Health, and 
Health Service providers, the Monastic Body, 
Arm Forces, DeSuung, Volunteers, and all 
the frontline responders for your committed 
services across the country. I urge you to 
continue serving the TSA-WA-SUM with the 
same spirit of commitment and dedication. 

I am confident that the nation will emerge 
from this crisis better and stronger than ever, 
with unwavering blessings of the Triple Gem 
and the Dynamic Leadership of His Majesty 
the King of Bhutan.

COVID-19 PanDemIC resPOnse must aDDress GenDer-BaseD VIOlenCe, 
sexual anD rePrODuCtIVe HealtH anD rIGHts Of WOmen anD GIrls

Her Majesty Gyalyum Sangay Choden Wangchuck, 
UNFPA Goodwill Ambassador and RENEW Patron

ཨམ་སྲུའི་ཆ་བཞག་དང་ལྕོགས་གྲུབ་ཡར་བསྐྱེད་ལས་སྡེ་གིས་ ནང་འཁོད་རྩུབ་སྤྱོད་ཡངན་ 
འདྱོད་སྤྱོད་གནྱོད་འཚེ་དང་ ཕྱོ་མྱོ་ཉེ་རིང་གི་སྐྱོན་ཕྱོག་མི་ཚུ་ལུ་ གྲོགས་རམ་དང་ཞབས་ཏྱོག།

RENEW Support and Services to Survivors of
 Domestic Violence and Sexual and Gender Based Violence
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Psycho-social counselling support services. 

སེམས་ཁམས་དང་མི་སྡེ་བསླབ་སྱོན་གྱི་ཞབས་ཏྱོག་ཚུ་ཕུལཝ་ཨིན།

Livelihood Skills Development program such as 
tailoring, weaving, baking, recycling and floriculture. 

མི་ཚེ་ཉམས་གསྱོའི་ལས་རིམ་ དཔེར་ན་ ཚེམ་བཟྱོ་ ཐགས་འཐག་ནི་ ཁབ་ཟས་བཟྱོ་
ནི་ ཅ་ཆས་སླར་བཟྱོ་འབད་ནི་དང་ མེ་ཏྱོག་འཛུགས་སྐྱོང་གི་ ཞབས་ཏྱོག་ཚུ་ཡང་ཕུལཝ་
ཨིན།

Volunteers aid in 20 Dzongkhags to support you. 

རྱོང་ཁག་༢༠ ནང་ ཁྱོད་ཀྱི་གྲོགས་རམ་གྱི་དྱོན་ལུ་ ཁས་བླངས་ཀྱི་ཞབས་ཏྱོག་

ཕུལཝ་ཨིན།

Provide help line service, legal service, make 
referral to health and socio-economic services.

རྒྱུན་ལམ་གྱི་ཞབས་ཏྱོག་ཕུལཝ་མ་ཚད་ ཁྲིམས་འབྲེལ་གྱི་ཞབས་ཏྱོག་ གསྱོ་
བ་དང་མི་སྡེ་དཔལ་འབྱོར་གྱི་ཞབས་ཏྱོག་ཡང་འབྲེལ་གཏུགས་འབདཝ་ཨིན།

Protection Services – Emergency Shelter 
Services through our Gawailing Happy Home.

ཉེན་སྲུང་གི་ཞབས་ཏྱོག་ གློ་བུར་སྱོད་གནས་ 
Gawailing Happy Home ནང་ཕུལཝ་ཨིན།

To know more about the RENEW Services, please reach out to us at: 1712 6353/ 02-332159/ 02- 334751 
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